
PITTSBURGH PLAYWRIGHTS THEATRE COMPANY
presents

by vanessa german

May 18, 2021

Photo by Chris Pilewski

HYPERSENSITIVE



2

Wondering how you can support our theatre? 

Visit www.pghplaywrights.org/donations/ or
Mail your check to 

Pittsburgh Playwrights Theatre Company
3400 Milwaukee St. Rear, Suite #1
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Hypersensitive is not a play but an essay 
for the stage. It’s about black triumphs and 
tribulations, in a world where we often feel 
suffocated and criticized in white societies. 
Hypersensitive details the different definitions 
of what an average black girl should be. It 
shows us that it’s okay to be weird, queer; as 
long as you are true to yourself, everything 
else will follow suit. We are not going to be 
representative of what society’s “normal” 
women should be. Beyoncé says “brown skin 

girls with skin like pearls.” We are cast into these different roles of 
who we should be, not who we are. When in reality we are just black 
women trying to get through a day without the looks, the assumptions 
and the hate. We’re not your designated black girls. We’re not going to 
be the first to die in horror films. We’re making it to the end and in the 
sequels, and trilogies. We are just simply humans, trying. Hypersensitive 
is a beautiful portrait of misunderstandings, misinterpretations, and 
miscommunications of the representation of what exactly is a black 
girl. We don’t want you to fear us, but to simply embrace us. We want 
our Oscars for our pretty dark skin. I would love to thank the beautiful, 
amazing and extremely talented vanessa german for this exciting new 
role in my life. This is an experience that I will never forget, and it will 
always have a special place in my heart. 

Ashley Southers
Director
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